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						To The VicTor Belong The SpoilS
					
				

				
					
						Nutraceutical companies make a stand at the European Outsourcing Awards.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						brings news of novel products, recent 
					
				

				
					
						innovations and the presentation of 
					
				

				
					
						awards at sector-speciic ceremonies. 
					
				

				
					
						We’ve become accustomed, I think, to associating 
					
				

				
					
						the nutraceutical and functional food/beverage 
					
				

				
					
						industries with certain key events in the calendar 
					
				

				
					
						and even, to a certain extent, with the companies 
					
				

				
					
						and organizations that are likely to attend and be 
					
				

				
					
						present. As an observation, I wouldn’t suggest 
					
				

				
					
						that this is simply an attribute of the nutraceutical 
					
				

				
					
						business, but is a characteristic of all the major 
					
				

				
					
						verticals, from logistics to pharmaceuticals to 
					
				

				
					
						inance. For that very reason, it was fascinating to 
					
				

				
					
						watch the audience’s reaction as three companies 
					
				

				
					
						with a irm footing in the functional food world 
					
				

				
					
						took to the stage to win trophies at this year’s 
					
				

				
					
						EOA event. Launched in 2005, the European 
					
				

				
					
						Outsourcing Awards — or EOA — recognizes 
					
				

				
					
						signiicant developments in contract services 
					
				

				
					
						and rewards successful companies for their 
					
				

				
					
						outstanding contributions and achievements 
					
				

				
					
						throughout the year. The awards were created 
					
				

				
					
						to celebrate and recognize excellence in R&D, 
					
				

				
					
						marketing, business and technology across the 
					
				

				
					
						pharmaceutical outsourcing, biopharmaceutical 
					
				

				
					
						and clinical trial industries. Organized by Via Media 
					
				

				
					
						UK Ltd, the publishers of this magazine, and 
					
				

				
					
						co-located with a major pharmaceutical exposition 
					
				

				
					
						— CPhI Worldwide — the gala dinner event has 
					
				

				
					
						seen a growing presence of companies with 
					
				

				
					
						bases in both nutraceuticals and pharmaceuticals. 
					
				

				
					
						To respond to this trend, we introduced the 
					
				

				
					
						Outstanding Application in Nutraceuticals category 
					
				

				
					
						a few years ago and have watched, with interest, 
					
				

				
					
						the increasing number and quality of nominations.
					
				

				
					
						Although strictly by deinition a cosmeceutical 
					
				

				
					
						project, this year’s winning submission in that 
					
				

				
					
						category was selected because of the number 
					
				

				
					
						and magnitude of hurdles that had to be 
					
				

				
					
						overcome to achieve a successful result. Biotivia, 
					
				

				
					
						the world-leading manufacturer of Resveratrol-
					
				

				
					
						based health supplements, won the award for 
					
				

				
					
						their Celle antiageing skincare product. James 
					
				

				
					
						Betz, Founder and CEO of Biotivia, said: “This is a 
					
				

				
					
						serious achievement and I am gratiied that Celle 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						has been given this recognition. It was enough 
					
				

				
					
						just to be nominated for such a sought after 
					
				

				
					
						award, but to go on and win the category is quite 
					
				

				
					
						humbling. This award is testament to all the hard 
					
				

				
					
						work and unique innovation that has gone into 
					
				

				
					
						making Celle one of the most sought after skin 
					
				

				
					
						treatments ever. We were up against some of the 
					
				

				
					
						industry’s biggest players and our win proves that 
					
				

				
					
						small innovative companies can develop a product 
					
				

				
					
						that really works and gain industry recognition for 
					
				

				
					
						its achievement.” Celle is the result of 4 years of 
					
				

				
					
						development and thousands of hours of testing 
					
				

				
					
						and reinement by leading American, Italian and 
					
				

				
					
						Swiss scientists to combine all-natural active 
					
				

				
					
						ingredients, backed by solid scientiic evidence, 
					
				

				
					
						in a uniquely effective new skin treatment 
					
				

				
					
						to combat skin ageing. More information is 
					
				

				
					
						available at www.celleskincare.com.
					
				

				
					
						Next to podium was Indena SpA, who 
					
				

				
					
						bagged the Best New Product award for 
					
				

				
					
						their submission, “Meriva: More Bioavailable 
					
				

				
					
						Curcumin.” An objective, clear and customer-
					
				

				
					
						focused nomination described the development 
					
				

				
					
						of a safe and effective product that can be 
					
				

				
					
						delivered at clinically realistic dosages — at a 
					
				

				
					
						weight-to-weight price that’s comparable with 
					
				

				
					
						standard 95% extracts. “We’re very pleased 
					
				

				
					
						to receive this award,” said Christian Artaria, 
					
				

				
					
						Marketing Director and Head of Functional 
					
				

				
					
						Food Development. “It is a recognition of real 
					
				

				
					
						teamwork. In fact, the challenge represented 
					
				

				
					
						by the poor bioavailability of curcumin was 
					
				

				
					
						solved in a clinically validated way, characterized 
					
				

				
					
						by a dietary approach (complexation with soy 
					
				

				
					
						phospholipid) and a competitive price compared 
					
				

				
					
						with plain, unformulated curcumin. Indena’s 
					
				

				
					
						model of identifying research and industrial 
					
				

				
					
						collaborations — ranging from R&D institutions 
					
				

				
					
						to hospitals and private clinics — early in the 
					
				

				
					
						product development cycle has, once again, 
					
				

				
					
						proven to be effective in shortening the time-
					
				

				
					
						to-market with this exciting product.” To know 
					
				

				
					
						more about Meriva and its applications, visit 
					
				

				
					
						www.phytosomes.info.
					
				

				
					
						DSM Pharmaceutical Products, DSM 
					
				

				
					
						Nutritional Products’ sister company, won the 
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Most Improved Plant/Process/Facility category 
					
				

				
					
						with its submission “Achieving Substantial 
					
				

				
					
						Carbon Dioxide Footprint Reduction for the 
					
				

				
					
						Scale-Up of a Drug Intermediate.” André de 
					
				

				
					
						Vries, Competence Manager for Homogenous 
					
				

				
					
						Catalysis at DSM, explained: “This project 
					
				

				
					
						involved scientists covering all relevant areas 
					
				

				
					
						of organic process development, including 
					
				

				
					
						biocatalysis and homogenous catalysis. More 
					
				

				
					
						than 10 new routes were identiied, of which 
					
				

				
					
						several had less than ive chemical steps to 
					
				

				
					
						achieve the desired compound. In this way, DSM 
					
				

				
					
						as the contract manufacturer is contributing 
					
				

				
					
						to extend the sustainability of the product 
					
				

				
					
						using innovation to decrease the eco-footprint 
					
				

				
					
						associated with continued manufacturing.” The 
					
				

				
					
						major innovation on the technical side of this 
					
				

				
					
						project was the combination of biocatalysis and 
					
				

				
					
						homogenous catalysis to develop to a superior, 
					
				

				
					
						shorter and more cost-effective production 
					
				

				
					
						method. And, admittedly, although this particular 
					
				

				
					
						example irmly resides in the dominion of drug 
					
				

				
					
						production, it’s a concept and application that 
					
				

				
					
						could easily be applied to the manufacture of a 
					
				

				
					
						nutraceutical component.
					
				

				
					
						Dr Makarand Jawadekar, a pharmaceutical 
					
				

				
					
						consultant and one of the EOA’s judges, 
					
				

				
					
						commented: “The European Outsourcing 
					
				

				
					
						Awards exempliies the current state of the 
					
				

				
					
						pharmaceutical outsourcing industry. It uniquely 
					
				

				
					
						selects those outstanding companies and 
					
				

				
					
						honours them for their recent successes, 
					
				

				
					
						providing peer recognition on a grand scale.” 
					
				

				
					
						One might only wonder what developments, 
					
				

				
					
						revelations and innovative discoveries would 
					
				

				
					
						present themselves at an event of a similar 
					
				

				
					
						calibre that was singularly dedicated to the 
					
				

				
					
						functional food, cosmeceutical and nutraceutical 
					
				

				
					
						ingredient sector. Watch this space!
					
				

			

			
				
					
						For more information
					
				

				
					
						Dr Kevin Robinson is the Editorial Director of 
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						more about the EOA.
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