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						“I can’t leave you, Hugh,” said Julia. “I would rather die than live
					
				

				
					
						without you.”
					
				

				
					
						Her words no longer held meaning with him. “There’s a tunnel
					
				

				
					
						beneath the tavern, under the stairs. It’s the only way for you to escape.
					
				

				
					
						Now go. If we both die, Alex will win. He’ll have the right to claim the
					
				

				
					
						Oghma. You can’t let that happen.”
					
				

				
					
						A trap door opened from under the middle of the stairs. A man
					
				

				
					
						wearing a tricorn hat and carrying a musket emerged from the tunnel.
					
				

				
					
						Hugh raised his head and nodded to the man. “Save Julia, Samuel.”
					
				

				
					
						The man reached for Julia and pulled her toward the secret tunnel.
					
				

				
					
						She fought him, using both her hands and legs. But the man had a firm
					
				

				
					
						grasp on her. “I’ll come back, Hugh,” she cried. “I’ll come back to you
					
				

				
					
						if it’s the last thing I do on this earth. I’ll come back…”
					
				

				
					
						Julia’s voice faded into the distance. Fire now consumed almost the
					
				

				
					
						whole of the tavern. Hugh began to cough. The air grew thin, his breath
					
				

				
					
						short.
					
				

				
					
						A dark shadow emerged from the smoke and brushed past him,
					
				

				
					
						rising to the ceiling above.
					
				

				
					
						The snapping sound of a breaking beam sliced through the fire’s
					
				

				
					
						roar. Hugh looked up and saw a large wood plank shift from its place
					
				

				
					
						on the ceiling. The beam headed straight down toward his paralyzed
					
				

				
					
						body. In an instant, Hugh McNamara’s world faded to black…
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						fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons living or dead, locales,
					
				

				
					
						or events is entirely coincidental.
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