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						 PART I:
					
				

				
					
						THE TRIUMVIR
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Chapter 1
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 When Verice Demansk had been six years old, his grandfather had taken him one day on a tour of the
					
				

				
					
						statuary in the gardens of the family's estate. The tour had finished in front of the statue of the All-Father.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 "Whatever else you do," the old man had told him sternly, "make sure it will meet the approval of this
					
				

				
					
						god. The others—gods of love and war, the harvest, whatever—must always be respected also, of
					
				

				
					
						course. But, in the end, this god will be the judge."
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Demansk was now a middle-aged man himself, with his own august presence, beard turning gray, long
					
				

				
					
						string of honors to his name, and bearing the title of Justiciar of the Confederation. His grandfather had
					
				

				
					
						died many years earlier. But, staring up again at the statue on a summer day, he could remember that
					
				

				
					
						moment perfectly. And he understood, finally, why his feet seemed to have brought him, without his even
					
				

				
					
						being aware of where he was walking, before this statue in the gardens.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 He stared up at the painted marble face of the god for perhaps three minutes. Then, sighing softly, made
					
				

				
					
						his final decision.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 Treason
						.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 * * *
					
				

			

			
				
					
						Another man would have called it something else. "The good of the nation," "the needs of the hour,"
					
				

				
					
						whatever. Some wormy turn of phrase. But Verice Demansk would not. First, because he had never
					
				

				
					
						been given to euphemisms, nor to lying. Secondly—more important—because if he didn't think he was
					
				

				
					
						honest he wouldn't have made the decision to become a traitor in the first place.
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 "In this, as in many things," he said softly to himself, "evil is wasted on the wicked. Only the virtuous can
					
				

				
					
						truly plumb its depths, because only they have the necessary strength of conviction."
					
				

			

			
				
					
						 He recognized the thought as a modification of one of Prithney's 
						Dialogues
						 . And he found himself
					
				

				
					
						wondering, for a moment, what comment the father of his own grandchild might make about it. All
					
				

				
					
						Emeralds were prone to flights of philosophic fancy anyway, but Adrian Gellert was even a graduate of
					
				

				
					
						the Grove. A genuine Emerald scholar—a breed which Demansk had always thought was about as far
					
				

				
					
						removed as possible from the hard-headed practical way of thinking of such men as himself.
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